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no mercy shown them, while all others shall be forgiven. Any foolish person can see, that under this proclamation, no one, be he
guilty or innocent, can escape. Everything is written, and yet nothing is written; but they have clearly written that they will not let off
any one implicated; and in whatever village or estate the army may
have halted, the inhabitants of that place cannot escape. We are
deeply concerned for the condition of our people on reading this
proclamation, which palpably teems with enmity. We now issue a
distinct order, and one that may be trusted that all subjects who may
have foolishly presented themselves as heads of villages to the English, shall, before the 1st. of January next, present themselves, in
our camp. Without doubt their faults shall be forgiven then, and they
shall be treated according to their merits. To believe in this proclamation it is only necessary to remember that Hindoostanee rulers
are altogether kind and merciful. Thousands have seen this,
millions have heard it. No one has ever seen in a dream that
the English forgave an offence.
5. “In this proclamation it is written, that when peace is restored, public works, such as roads and canals, will be made in order to improve the condition of the people. It is worthy of a little reflection, that they have promised no better employment for Hindustanis than making roads and digging canals. If people cannot see clearly what this means, there is no help for them. Let no subject be deceived by the proclamation.”
(A True Translation)
Secretary to the Chief Commissioner of Oude.
"The beneficial effect produced by the promulgation of the
terms of the amnesty among the people of Oudh was soon apparent
although on the part of Begum and her adherents, no means were
neglected that might counteract the influence which the proclamation
of the Queen of India was likely to acquire over the temper and cool
reflections of the people. Among other expedients to this end, the
following counter-proclamation of the Begum, was extensively circulated, not only through the distant provinces of Oudh, but even in
the capital itself, although now completely at the mercy of its captors.”
- Charles Ball
(Freedom Struggle in Uttara pradesh, Edited by SAA Rizvi &
ML Bhargav, Vplume I, Govt. of UP Pubictions, 1957, Pages 419-421)
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