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and discontent of our people, they took our country and property,
worth millions of rupees. If our people were discontented with our
royal predecessor, Wajid Ali Shah, how comes it they are content
with us? And no ruler ever experienced such loyalty and devotion of
life and goods as we have done. What, then is wanting that they do
not restore our country? Further, it is written in the proclamation, that
they want no increase of territory, but yet they cannot refrain from
annexation. If the Queen has assumed the government, why does
Her Majesty not restore our country to us when our people wish it?
It is well-known that no king or queen ever punished a whole army
and people for rebellion; all were forgiven; and the wise cannot approve of punishing the whole army and people of Hindoostan; for so
long as the word punishment remains the disturbance will not be
suppressed. There is a well-known proverb - “A dying man is desperate” (Murta kya na Kurta). It is impossible that a thousand
should attack a million, and the thousand escape.
3. “In the proclamation it is written, that the Christian religion is
true, but that no other creed will suffer oppression, and that the laws
will be observed towards all. What has the administration of justice to do with the truth or falsehood of religion? That religion is
true which acknowledges one God, and knows no other. Where
there are three Gods in a religion, neither Mussulman nor Hindoonay, not even Jews, Sun-worshippers, or Fire-worshippers can believe it true. To eat pigs and drink- to bite greased cartridges, and to
mix pig’s fat with flour and sweetmeats — to destroy Hindoos and
Mussulman temples on pretence of making roads to build churchesto send clergymen into streets and alleys to preach the Christian religion — to institute English schools , and to pay a monthly stipend
for learning the English sciences, while the places of worship of
Hindoos and Mussalmans are to this day entirely neglected; with all
this, how can the people believe that religion will not be interfered
with? The rebellion began with religion, and, for it, millions of men
have been killed. Let not our subjects be deceived; thousands were
deprived of their religion in the North-West, and thousands were
hanged rather than abandoned their religion.
4. “It is written in the proclamation, that they who harboured
rebels, or who were leaders of rebels, or who caused men to rebel,
shall have their lives, but that punishment shall be awarded after deliberation, and that murderers and abettors of murderers shall have
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